WHAT AEE THE JEWS

religion of their neighbours they will feel a kind of
pressure from without to reinforce their inner impulse.
It has been said that persecution has been responsible
for the persistence of the Jews* There is some truth in
the statement* Because of the circumstances of Jewish
life, it has always shown a kind of centrifugal tendency.
There have always been Jews on its outer rim that have
tended to fall away. Pressure from without has at
times pushed them back. The persecution of the Jews
in Germany has driven back Into the Jewish fold many
who had strayed far from it. And that not only in
Germany*, where they had no choice, but also in other
lands, where some Jews were reminded of their own
Jewishness by the suffering of the Jews in Germany.
Persecution, moreover, strengthens the bonds that
unite Jews* By imposing a strain on them, it tightens
them* When Jews are oppressed, Jewish loyalty is
strengthened. But the credit belongs fundamentally
not to the persecution^ but to the loyalty. The
essential factor in the survival of the Jews has been
their religious loyalty. Persecution exercises it

So long, then, as Jewish loyalty remains* the Jews
will survive* Their inherent power is enlarged by
their historic consciousness and titeir sense of value*
A people that has lived for four thousand year%
through all kinds of fortunes and misfortunes, builds